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What Are Setback Requirements? (RESIDENTIAL) 
 

A setback is the distance (usually measured in feet) between certain landmarks and 

your proposed project.  These distances are used to determine where you can and 

where you cannot build.  Setbacks vary based on zoning district.  Following are the 

minimum lot requirements and setbacks according to the Nevis Zoning Ordinance for 

R-1 zoning (Residential).  PLEASE NOTE:  If your property is within the Shoreland 

Overlay District (all area within 1000 feet of the ordinary high water mark of Lake Belle 

Taine and Deer Lake), those minimum lot requirements and setbacks will also need to 

be observed (see Section 25-040). WHERE SHORELAND STANDARDS ARE LESS 

RESTRICTIVE THAN OTHER REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ORDINANCE, THE 

STRICTER STANDARDS SHALL APPLY.  

 

Section 30-040  Minimum Lot Requirements and Setbacks. 

The following requirements shall apply to all structures in the Residential District.  

Requirements in Section 60-070, Standards for Single and Two-Family Dwellings and 

Property (this section will specify a minimum building width, minimum sq. footage, 

etc.) shall also apply.   

 

A. Lot Area: 

1. One and two-family   10,500 sq. ft. 

2. Multi-family  14,000 sq. ft. plus 1,500 sq. ft./unit 

 

B. Lot Width:      75 feet – single and two-family dwellings 

      100 feet – multi-family dwellings 

  

C. Lot Depth:    140 feet 

 

D. Maximum Impervious Surface: 

 “Impervious surfaces” are constructed hard surfaces that prevent or retard the 

 entry of water into the soil including rooftops, sidewalks, patios, driveways,  

 parking lots, storage areas, concrete, asphalt, or gravel surfaces.  
 

1. One and two family  not more than 60% 

2. Multi-family  not more than 80% 

  

E. Setbacks:    

1. Front yard:  30 feet 

2. Side yard:  10 feet 

3. Side yard, corner lot:  20 feet on street side 

3. Rear yard - 

principal building:  30 feet 

4. Rear yard -  

accessory structures     5 feet 

 

F. Maximum Building Height:   

1. Dwelling Units  35 feet 

2. Accessory buildings  25 feet (30 feet on lots with greater than 1 acre)  

 


