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NEVIS CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
REGULAR MEETING 
September 14, 2020

CALL TO ORDER:  The September 14, 2020 Regular Meeting of the Nevis City Council was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Jarod Senger.

Pledge of Allegiance

ROLL CALL: Present: Mayer Jarod Senger, Council Members: Rich Johnson, Jeanne Thompson, Teresa Leshovsky and Sue Gray, City Administrator: Dawn Veit, Public Works Supervisor; Don Umthun, Liquor Store Interim Manager: Erin Rhoades, Fire Chief Chris Norton, and Deputy Josh Oswald.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA: Motion made by Rich Johnson, Second by Jeanne Thompson and unanimously carried to approve the Regular Agenda.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Motion made by Sue Gray, Second by Rich Johnson, and unanimously carried to approve the Consent Agenda.  
		
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
1.  Administration – Dawn Veit
a.	2021 Preliminary City Budget, Levy.
Motion by Rich Johnson, Second by Sue Gray and unanimously carried to approve the 2021 Preliminary Levy/Budget.
b.	City Clean up Day will be set for Saturday, October 10th, with containers to be placed in front of the Fire Station like last year.  Jeanne Thompson volunteered to ask the Cub Scouts and Leaders if they would be willing to volunteer their time in manning the containers for that Saturday.
	Motion by Rich Johnson, Second by Teresa Leshovsky and unanimously carried to approve City Clean Up Day.
c.	Wildwood Avenue – the office has had a few inquiries regarding Wildwood Avenue, just off of North Street, and the city maintaining that road.  
d.	Utility Billing dates will be changing as of January 1, 2021 to reflect a more understandable billing cycle for the residence.  Notes will be placed on the back of the bill cards monthly, and a write up in the monthly newsletter will be placed to reflect this change.
	Motion by Rich Johnson, Second by Teresa Leshovsky and unanimously approved.  
e.	A new signature card at Northwoods bank will need to be obtained with Rich Johnson and Dawn Veit as the signers.
	Motion by Sue Gray and Second by Teresa Leshovsky, and unanimously approved to the have the signature card at Northwoods Bank reflect the names of Rich Johnson and Dawn Veit.

2.  Planning and Zoning – (nothing at this time)

3.  Public Works – Don Umthun
a.  	Water/sewer:  We will be flushing hydrants on October 12, 13 and 14.
b.  	Streets:  nothing at this time.
c.  	Cemetery:  nothing at this time.
d.	Parks:  (Sue Gray) as you all know; we were missing a part of the playground when we received the new equipment.  We did receive the new part, however, it was the wrong part.  We finally received the correct part and it has been installed.  While Don was installing the new part, he noticed that the footings had not been poured.  Also, we found 2 x 4’s with screws coming through the bottom of the wood.  Sue will call the company and have a technician come out to do the repairs.
	Sue also mentioned that the sign has been ordered, not quite ready yet.  The Grand Opening will be put on hold until the repairs have been fixed.
	We should be receiving one more donation through the Lions Club from Caribou Coffee for the playground.  They put a tip jar out for the playground and collected $485.82.
	We have a request from GFWC Women’s Club; they will be submitting a Legacy Grant to the State for a Pollinator Garden Highway Project.  Kathy Carney, member of the Women’s Club, is the grant writer and presenter. This grant will help keep and establish native plants to the area.  Placement of this garden would be a one (1) mile stretch from Woodland Drive to West Avenue in Nevis.  The club’s attorney suggested that the City be the backup if the GFWC defunded and not exist.  The club gave the council a copy of a potential lease agreement that would take place between the City and the DNR.
	Jeanne Thompson suggested that we find out how the DNR has done this type of lease in the past, make sure that all parties are protected.
	Motion by Jarod Senger, Second by Sue Gray and unanimously approved, “Our Intent would be to work with the GFWC pending final council approval.
		
4.  Liquor Store – Erin Rhoades
a.  	Staffing:  we have hired another part-time person who can fill in for stocking and bartending while Matt goes out on paternity leave.
b.  	Maintenance:  Erin presented a quote for an upgraded surveillance system.  This system will be able to accommodate up to 32 cameras.  We would then be adding 6 new cameras to the ones we have now.  Erin worked with Deputy Oswald in determining the number of cameras and better placement.
	Motion by Sue Gray, Second by Jeanne Thompson and unanimously approved to purchase an upgraded surveillance system from Northwoods Security and Service in the amount of $2775.00.

	Quote for upgraded P.O.S. system.   The Liquor Store purchased a new system last fall that has never worked properly, and it also can not produce the reports that are needed for year end.  The company has been contacted for a return.  We have a quote from Evolution Technologies, a company that sells “Liquor POS”, which is the system that we originally had in place.  They have an upgraded system that we can install.  The quote is for an upgraded refurbished system along with a one (1) year warranty and a one (1) year of technical support.  
	Motion by Jeanne Thompson, Second by Teresa Leshovsky and unanimously approved to purchase an Upgraded Refurbished POS System in the amount of $750.00, with one (1) year technical support in the amount of $948.00 and estimated labor to install the upgraded hardware $80.00 per hour for 3 hours service.

c.	Upcoming Events:  “Oktoberfest” is scheduled for Saturday, October 3rd.  We have Tate McClain booked for our music venue, we will be asking our fire department to help with security and we have Upper Crust Caterers doing the food.  Erin asked the council for approval of the contract with Upper Crust Caterers for the food venue.  The contract includes entrees and services for 400 guests @ $6580.00.
	Motion by Jeanne Thompson, Second by Rich Johnson and unanimously approved to hire Upper Crust Caterers for the meal venue for Oktoberfest.	
Erin asked permission from the council to shut the street down to allow for social distancing for Oktoberfest.
	Motion by Jeanne Thompson, Second by Teresa Leshovsky and unanimously approved.

Erin stated she would be attending the Fire Relief Association meeting and would like to offer the services of the Municipal Liquor store in hosting the future Firemen’s Ball.

5. FIRE DEPARTMENT – Assistant Fire Chief Josh Winter
a. 	Air Packs: Norton presented to the council a Public Finance tax-exempt governmental lease-purchase proposal for the purchase of new Air-Packs for the Fire Department.  The current packs are out of date, and or expired.  We have no grant options for the new packs.  The department has enough in their account to purchase the packs outright, but there is always the chance of an emergency with a vehicle, so we will not be depleting the accounts.  (A copy of this proposal is at City Hall for viewing.)  At the end of the lease, the city will pay $1.00 for the purchase option.
	Motion by Rich Johnson, Second by Sue Gray and unanimously approved to allow the Nevis Fire Department to enter into an agreement with SCB Public Finance for the lease/purchase of Air-Packs, choosing Option (B), a five (5) year lease agreement paying $14,851.09, beginning one year after closing.
b.  	Council member Thompson asked the question “what can we do with our old equipment”.  Norton answered, “the city has a policy for selling equipment”.  
	Motion by Rich Johnson, Second by Jeanne Thompson to allow Chris Norton to sell the old equipment “As Is” at his discretion.
c. The Department now has 23 members.

6. POLICE DEPARTMENT – Deputy Josh Oswald 
Deputy Oswald presented his report for the month of August.  He states there have been busy weekends, the school is up and going well, he also stated that he would be on duty for Oktoberfest.
Oswald asked the council if the street could be closed down on October 8 for the memorial for Bob Johnson.
Motion by Teresa Leshovsky, Second by Sue Gray and unanimously approved.

NEW BUSINESS:  The Liquor Commissioner and City Administrator have interview Erin Rhoades for the position of liquor store manager.  We are more than confident that Erin is the right candidate for this position with her past experience and training.
Motion by Teresa Leshovsky, Second by Sue Gray and unanimously carried to hire Erin Rhoades as our new Liquor Store Manager.
Mayor Jarod Senger stated that he has sold his home in Nevis and will be relocating his family to Grand Forks, therefore, with sadness, he is resigning his position as Mayor for the City of Nevis.
Motion by Rich Johnson, with regret, Second by Jeanne Thomson, with regret, and unanimously approved the resignation of Jarod Senger as the Mayor for the City of Nevis.

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Teresa Leshovsky, Second by Jarod Senger and unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted by, 
Dawn M. Veit, City Admin/Clerk/Treasurer	



