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1.	The meeting was called to order at 5:35 p.m.  
2.  	Pledge of Allegiance
3.  	Roll Call: 
     	Present:
		Commissioners – Gary Nicklason, Brian Skinness, and Wick Wicks were present.  Bruce Babler was 			absent.
		Council Liaison Teresa Leshovsky 
		Staff—Zoning Administrator Dawn Buzay
4.  	Agenda:  There were two additions to the agenda:  Krahn project (6D) and MN Model Shoreland Mgmt. 	Ordinance (7D). 
5.	Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes from the May 29, 2019 regular meeting as presented.  (There was no 	June meeting due to lack of a quorum). Motion-Nicklason, Second-Wicks, Approved (3-0).
6.	New Business:
	A. 	Splash Pad suggestion.  Based on suggestions she had received, Council liaison Leshovsky presented the 			possibility of installing a splash pad.  Members of the commission suggested that she seek input from 			Don Umthun and Sue Gray (Parks Commissioner) to determine feasibility.
      	B.  	Nicklason Subdivision.  Gary Nicklason shared general information with the commission on his upcoming                     		subdivision.  He will be seeking preliminary plat approval at a later date when all of his paperwork is in 			order.
      	C.  	Inquiries—Church Street/Second Street.  Vice-chair Skinness had asked staff to do research on whether 
		Church Street is considered an alley or a street and the process for vacating an alley/street.  Skinness 			indicated to the commission that he was weighing the possibility of using Terrapin Station as a 				combination business/residence and was also considering the addition of a single garage with double 			doors on the back side of the business facing Church Street.
	D.  	Krahn project-Staff indicated that Philip Krahn had applied for a building permit for the addition to his 			home on 105 Central Ave.  It appeared that the project was going to require a variance.  A final decision 			had not been 	reached by the Krahns prior to the meeting, but staff asked if, should the Krahns decide 			to move forward with the project, a public hearing could be tentatively set for the August 28 meeting in 			order to minimize the lag time involved.  The Krahn project would require the use of trusses which take 			time to manufacture, and the building window in northern MN is somewhat restricted. Planning 				Commission members would need to do a site visit.  Motion to set a public hearing for the August 28			meeting if necessary in the Krahn matter and to allow staff to use her own discretion to set public 			hearings in the future as long as she sends an email to Planning Commission members and has a 			quorum respond affirmatively.  Motion-Skinness, Second-Nicklason, Approved (3-0).  
7.	Old Business:
	A.  	Budget.  The Planning Commission was given a copy of the proposed 2020 budget for Planning and 			Zoning 	(attached).  Per City Administrator Veit, the City Council should approve any expenditure not 			covered by the 	budgeted amounts.  Discussion was held about planning and zoning matters where 			escrow monies were held and whether those expenditures were budgeted for or were treated as fees 			tied to action.  Staff indicated that she believed escrow monies were to cover the expenditures required 			in those matters and not be included in 	the budget, but she would check with the City Administrator on 			how those expenditures were handled. 
     	B.  	Zoning Violations.  Staff reviewed with commissioners how zoning violations were being handled and 			the amount of time spent on this problem.  Nicklason shared that he felt like it was getting economically 		harder for folks to cover all the bases, but he appreciated the city’s efforts to keep the town looking 			nice.  Commission members applauded the City Council’s idea of providing dumpsters for a city clean-up 		day and wanted it brought up again to get a date nailed down. Motion to notify the City Council that 			the Commission believed a city clean-up date to be appropriate and to let them know the Commission 		was in support of it.  Motion-Nicklason, Second-Skinness, Approved (3-0).
	C. 	Inquiries-Residential/Commercial Integration; Impervious Surfaces; Tiny Houses. Staff briefly revisited 			these items to respond to inquiries raised previously.  The standard for impervious surfaces in shoreland 		overlay areas comes from the MN Statute 6120.3300 .  The “tiny house” idea had been discussed during 			the former Zoning Administrator’s tenure (see PC Meeting Minutes September 28, 2016-Item 4 and PC 			Minutes February 8, 2017-Item 5).  The minimum square footage listed in our current ordinances for a 			primary residence is currently 500 square feet.  In regard to residential/commercial integration, Skinness 		indicated that, as a business owner, he likes people downtown provided it doesn’t cut into the retail 			area and that combining his business and residence was something he had himself considered.  There 			was discussion of potential problems experienced by other small cities allowing the integration such as 			keeping their business areas from looking unkempt and less commercially viable.   
	D.  	MN Model Shoreland Mgmt. Ordinance.  Staff had previously sent copies of the MN Model Shoreland 			Mgmt. 	Ordinance received from DNR Area Hydrologist Darrin Hoverson following his review of our 			current ordinance.  Although the shoreland part of our ordinance was similar to the model, Hoverson 			strongly suggested that we repeal ours and replace it with this model due to legislative changes, visual 			explanations, clarity, and standardization. Commission members were asked to review the document 			prior to next month’s meeting so that a decision might be reached.  Skinness asked staff to check with 			Hoverson to identify which areas were mandatory and which areas might remain more flexible.
	E.  	Update of Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  
		1. 	Review of GIS map – vacant land.  Commission members were show the maps prepared by 
			Hubbard County GIS division showing unimproved land within the city.     
		2.  	Updated zoning areas.  Staff indicated she had reviewed Planning Commission minutes from 
			2014 forward, noting zoning changes made, in preparation for work on the zoning map.  In
			talking to the GIS division, once we have a listing of those changes, we can email it to them, and
			they will update their county mapping at no cost to us.
		3.	Concerns and Resolutions.  Staff suggested that some of the comprehensive land use plans she 				had seen had used the public concerns raised to develop resolutions on how to address those 				community needs in their long and short range planning. The commission reviewed some of the 				concerns they had heard, but no definitive action was taken.
    10.  	Adjournment.  Motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:52 p.m.  Motion-Skinness, Second-Wicks, Approved
	(3-0).
	
Respectfully Submitted,
Dawn Buzay, Planning & Zoning
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Brian Skinness, Vice-Chair                    Date		Dawn Buzay, Planning & Zoning              Date





