


 CITY OF NEVIS PLANNING COMMISSION AND PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES	        		    February 27, 2019
1. The meeting was called to order at 5:33 p.m.  
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was given.
3. Roll Call: 
Present:
· Commissioners – Gary Nicklason, Bruce Babler, and Brian Skinness, with Will Wicks joining the meeting in progress.  
· Council Liaison Teresa Leshovsky 
· Staff—Zoning Administrator Dawn Buzay
4. Agenda:      Motion to approve agenda as amended (deletion of 8A with explanation).  Motion-Nicklason, Second-Skinness, Approved (4-0). 
5. Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes from February 6, 2018 Planning Commission meeting.  Motion-Skinness, Second-Babler, Approved (4-0).
6. Public Hearing. 
	A.  Variance Request 2019-01.  The public hearing convened at 5:39 p.m.  Applicants Ben and Tammy Ott were present as well as Tom Moore, a neighbor.  
		1.  Staff Report.  Zoning Administrator presented staff report (attached).  
		2.  Applicants were available to answer questions.
		3.  Public input.  Tom Moore, owner of a neighboring property, discussed all the hoops 	and restrictions he had had to endure several years ago just to build a deck, but was not 	opposed to this project.  An unsigned letter received by staff was also read.  The letter was in
	support of the variance.  Some humor ensured over a misunderstanding caused by the phrase, 	“retirement home” (facility vs. individual residence in which to retire). 
The public meeting closed at 5:59 p.m.
    7.  The Commission reconvened their meeting.  Motion to recommend approving variance request VA2019-01 to City Council based on findings of fact (listed below) and common sense.  Motion-Skinness, Second-Nicklason, Approved (4-0).  
		 A.  Per MN Statute 462.357 and information presented in staff report, this variance request did 	not appear to be in conflict with the 	general stated purposes and intent of the ordinance.
		B.  Per MN Statute 462.357 and information presented in staff report, this variance request did 	not appear to be inconsistent with the comprehensive plan.
		C.  Per MN Statute 462.357 and information presented in staff report and applicant’s 	information, the applicant appeared to have substantiated the “practical difficulties” criteria in 	complying with the zoning ordinance.  Applicant proposes to use the property in a reasonable 
	manner which otherwise would be severely restricted by the zoning ordinance.  The unique dimensions 	and shape of this lot were not caused by the landowner.  The essential character of the locality, which 	is lake shore residential, will not be altered.  Applicant will take precautionary measures to protect the 	shoreland and will follow all other ordinance requirements.
		D.  DNR Area Hydrologist Darrin Hoverson had reviewed the variance request and had no
	formal statement or concerns. 
		E.  A site visit by members of the Planning Commission seemed to corroborate the need for
	and suitability of the property for proposal as offered in the variance request.


  8.  New Business:
	A.  Annual review of By-Laws.  This item was deleted from the agenda until an update of the corresponding city  ordinance was approved so the two could be in unison with each other.
	B.  DNR Floodplan/shoreland Training, March 5, Itasca State Park.  Members of the Planning Commission and staff had been invited to attend this free training.  Due to work schedules, members of the Planning Commission indicated they will not be able to attend.  Staff will seek permission from City Administrator as she feels it would be beneficial.
9.  Old Business:
	A.  Status of Filling of Planning Commission Vacancy (information).  Staff reported that an ad was currently running in official newspaper per City Council decision.  Those interested will complete an application and answer questions in connection with the position.  Only one person had expressed an interest so far.
	B.  Status of Zoning Ordinance Update (information).  The newly recorded ordinance was in their binders.  After the DNR reviewal, which is still in process, there may be additional changes.  In dealing with the variance request, Vice-Chair Skinness suggested that the Commission look at changing the ROW setback (50 ft. riparian/30 ft. non-riparian) during the update process.
	C.  Status of variance process recommendation to City Council (information).  The Commission’s variance process recommendation had been approved by the City Council.
	D.  Update of Comprehensive Land Use Plan
		1.  Additional work days schedule.  There was much discussion on how to proceed to meet the 	Council’s July 1, 2019 directed deadline.  Commission members are to read through the comprehensive 	plan again and make notes.  Staff was asked to pull 	some information on new builds in the community 	since the plan was initiated in 1999 and the number of vacant lots with possible connection to city 	utilities.  In a discussion that ensued regarding infrastructure, staff suggested that Public Works 	Supervisor Don Umthun be invited to inform and update them on our current capacities and the costs 	of expansion so that information could be factored into their long-	range planning.  They would like Mr. 	Umthun to be 	invited to the March 13 workshop.  Motion 	to set Wed., March 13, 2019, 5:30 p.m., as 	a workshop day to work on the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and to set a public hearing for March 	27, 2019, 6 p.m. (regular meeting still at 5:30 p.m.) to take public input on the plan update.  Motion-	Nicklason, Second-Babler, Approved (4-0).  T
10.  Communications and Reports.  There were no additional communications or reports.
11.  Next mtg. date:  As per 9D., an additional workshop date was set to work on comprehensive land use plan.  The normal March Planning Commission meeting will be held on March 27, at 5:30 p.m. with a public hearing set for 6 p.m. that same evening to take public input.
[bookmark: _GoBack]12.  Adjournment.  Motion to adjourn at 6:51 p.m.  Motion-Skinness, Second-Babler, Approved (4-0).  
	

 
	 
New Business:
A.  Review of Mission Statement Objectives.  Motion to add one sentence to beginning of existing By-Laws Vision Statement:  “Our vision is to optimize land use and property values for the City of Nevis.”  Motion-Skinness, Second-Babler.  Approved (4-0).
B.  Acknowledgment of Council Liaison.  Staff introduced Teresa Leshovsky who had been elected to fill  the vacancy created by Kelly Poole’s death.  Originally from California, Teresa has been a community member for twenty-three years and a Nevis city resident for 14 of those years.  She praised our school and expressed her affection for this community and its people.  She currently works for the Park Rapids Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce.
C.  Calendar.  Motion to set the calendar as presented.  The Planning Commission will continue to meet on its regularly scheduled fourth Wednesday of the month except for November when the meeting date will be 11/20/19 and in December when the meeting date will be 12/18/19.  Motion-Skinness, Second-Nicklason, Approved (4-0).
D.  Clarification of Variance Process.  Staff presented a written step-by-step process to clarify applying for a variance based on the process used by Hubbard County.  Motion to recommend to the City Council changes to the variance application process.  Motion-Nicklason, Second-Wicks, Approved (4-0).  
E.  Variance Request 2019-01.  Applicant Ben Ott was present.  He desires a variance to increase the building envelope to accommodate a residence.  Ott has a purchase agreement on the property and has been authorized to act as an agent.  Motion to move ahead with a public hearing and findings of fact on the variance application.  The public hearing has been set for the next Planning Commission meeting on Wed., February 27, 2019.  Motion-Skinness, Second-Babler, Approved (4-0).
F.  Resignation of Brent Lindow.  Staff had received an email on January 23 from Lindow resigning effective immediately.  The resignation was received with regret and will be forwarded to the City Council for action.
7. Old Business:  
A. Status of Zoning Ordinance Update. Staff reported the zoning ordinance has been submitted to the DNR for approval.  Vice-chair Skinness felt it was important to have the document recorded now to provide a standard working basis even before the DNR reviewal.  Motion to record new unified ordinance.  Motion-Nicklason, Second-Skinness, Approved (4-0).  
B. Update on Request for Amendment to Zoning Ordinance ZA2018-02.  Staff reported that the City Council had approved the Planning Commission’s recommendation regarding ZA2018-02 and directed an update of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan by the Commission prior to July 1, 2019.
C. Update of Comprehensive Land Use Plan.   Staff reported that surveys had been sent with the January monthly utility billing, and that some had been returned already.  In order to facilitate the update, staff was asked to scan and email surveys received to commission members as well as links for samples from cities our size.  A working plan to complete the project as well as a date for a public hearing will need to be established at the next meeting.  Nicklason recommended that extra work days be scheduled in March to get a jump on the update.
8. Communications and Reports.  There were no additional communications or reports.
9.  Next regularly scheduled meeting date is February 27, 2019, at 5:30 p.m.  
10.  Motion to adjourn.  Motion-Babler, Second-Nicklason, Approved (4-0).

Respectfully Submitted,
Dawn Buzay, Planning & Zoning

__________________________________		____________________________________
Brian Skinness, Vice-Chair                    Date		Dawn Buzay, Planning & Zoning               Date



