


CITY OF NEVIS PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES		  	      		                           January 22, 2020

1.	The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  
2.  	Pledge of Allegiance
3.  	Roll Call:   
		Commissioners – Bruce Babler, Emily Whitaker, and Brian Skinness were present.  Missing were:  Gary 			Nicklason and Will Wicks.
		Council Liaison Teresa Leshovsky 
		Staff—Zoning Administrator Dawn Rouse
4.  	Agenda:   There were no agenda changes or additions.
5.	Minutes:  
	A. 	Minutes of December 18, 2019 meeting-Motion to approve the minutes of this meeting.  Motion-			Skinness, Second-Babler, Approved (3-0).
6.  	Public Hearing:  No public hearings were scheduled for this meeting.
7.  	New Business: 
	A.  	Election of Chair and Vice-Chair.  According to By-Laws, at the January meeting on even years, 				Commission was to elect a chair and vice-chair.  Motion to delay election of chair and vice-chair until 			everyone was on board (in attendance) or able to share in discussion.  Motion-Babler, Second-				Whitaker.  After discussion, Babler amended his motion to delay election until next meeting when 			everyone would be present.  Whitaker seconded this motion with the understanding that there was a 			backup plan in case everyone was still not present.  More discussion.  Since the Commission has 			operated without an “official” chair since Lindow’s resignation, as long as there is still an ability to do 			business, it was not considered imperative, and will be resolved when the Commission is in full 			attendance.  Approved (3-0).        
	B.  	Annual review of Planning Commission By-Laws.
		1.  Set meeting dates.  Staff explained that, according to the By-Laws, an annual review was to be done.  
		The last update was passed by the City Council in 2018.  There are some inconsistencies between city 			ordinance and By-Laws which need to be resolved including the matter of pay.  There had been some 			discussion at the last meeting about changing the date.  Motion to set the regular meetings of the 			Commission as discussed (the fourth Monday of the month) with the exception of May, when the 			meeting would 	occur on May 19, and to change the start time of each meeting to 6 p.m.  Motion-			Skinness, Second-Whitaker, Approved (3-0).   There was also discussion of the purpose of planning and 			zoning as indicated in the mission statement, the tension sometimes experienced in developing and 			administering these issues, and the principles (core values) used to guide that administration without 			overregulating.  Babler indicated his belief that the mission statement should be forward thinking, 			optimistic, multi-dimensional, and designed with the intent to affect the full potential of the community.  		Motion to add “to optimize land use and property values” to mission statement objectives.  Motion-			Skinness, Second-Babler, Approved (3-0).  Staff asked them to continue to review the by-laws for any 			additional changes and bring them to the next meeting so work on this project could be completed.  
8.  	Old Business
	A.  	Fence Ordinance Update-Additional discussion was held on the fence ordinance update.  Language 			needs to be added addressing hydrants, ROW or roadway setbacks especially in regard to plowing,
		distance from existing buildings, and maintaining access for health and safety considerations.  Input
		from Public Works should be sought and implemented along with language which would allow for 
		that department’s review of potential projects which might have problematic access issues.  Changes
		should be brought to the next meeting for consideration.
	B.  	Update on “Shouse” Discussions-Staff updated the commission on the response and direction she had 			received from the City Council after sharing the commission’s feelings on the “shouse” regulation.  She 			shared the council’s concerns that having a structure that looked like a pole barn might affect property 			values for the surrounding neighborhood.  Two sets of “shouse” pictures were shown to the 				commission.  One set of pictures showed buildings pulled from builder sites which showed residences 
[bookmark: _GoBack]		that resembled shops more than houses; the other set showed those buildings which were more 			residence-like.  But, there was a wide range of aesthetics between the two, although would meet  			MN Building Code requirements.  Whitaker suggested that requiring the main entrance (“identifying 			entrance”) of the structure to face the street due to health and safety access issues might be a good 			idea.  Skinness had questions about whether Tyvec would be allowed as an exterior material.  It was 			Skinness’ perspective that most people choose to improve their property.  He questioned why someone 			would choose lots in city limits with more restrictions when they could build more cheaply and 				practically in the country.  He indicated they should continue to think about the issue and potential 			ramifications.
	C.  	Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  Whitaker indicated that she would be meeting with the Lions and other 			community groups to continue gathering information in preparation of the needs assessment.  She 			wondered if the commission had additional questions they wanted to include in the assessment 				other than what was listed on the website.  She intends to gain information about how often each group 		would need a meeting room and how much they would be willing to pay to help determine how much 			economic support any community center would realistically receive.  Senior housing is also a concern 			she has heard expressed.  Information from the needs assessment could be used to update the city’s 			comprehensive land use plan.
9.  	Communications and Reports.  There were no additional communications and reports.
10.   	Next mtg. date:  February 24, 2020, 6:00 p.m.  
11.  	Adjournment.  Motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion-Babler, Second-Skinness, Approved (3-0).
		
Respectfully Submitted,
Dawn Rouse, Planning & Zoning

________________________________________		__________________________________________
Brian Skinness, Vice-Chair                                  Date		Dawn Rouse, Planning & Zoning                            Date





